
PHONICS & READING
 

Tuesday 26th September 2023



Reading and Phonics
 

What is Phonics?              --               26 letters    42 sounds

The letters of the alphabet form a code which, to someone who has not learnt what the 
code means, would seem to be a complete mystery. For instance, unless you have learnt to 

read Greek, you will not know that this:

is a group of written symbols which represent the spoken sounds "mystiriódi grafí", meaning
"mysterious writing.“

If you have not learnt to read, all the symbols you see will indeed seem to be "mysterious writing."
In order to read English, Greek or any other alphabetic writing system, you need to learn that each

squiggle that your eyes see is a grapheme, a visual symbol on paper that represents a particular
phoneme or spoken sound.



Phase 1 - listening, identifying, tuning in, remembering sounds

Phase 2 - common single letters (most of the alphabet) – graphemes -  representing phonemes

Phase 3 - the rest of the alphabet plus 2 and 3 letters - digraphs and trigraphs representing 1 phoneme

Phase 4 - using what we know in more complex words - polysyllabic words and compound words

Phases in learning 1-4
- children will usually have already been taught all these phases in Reception Year



Definitions we use with the children



Phase 5 and 6 - most of  Y1 and all of  Y2

So now we know the grapheme phoneme correspondences … 

We have a problem … 



Want to know more?

websites for more support

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/

PhonicsPlay - Parent Information

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/parents


Bug Club in class…



A very structured approach…



The session begins with an alphabet song…

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/planning#bugclub_phonics


Follow up at home…



Follow up at home…







Bug Club at home…



Phonics Screening  w/c 10th June  2024

Reading only

20 real words
20 pseudo words

Can change mind  / try more 
than once

No help given

Standard = approx. 32 /40 words

Met the standard / not met the 
standard



Reading at home…

two types of books:
• decodable reading scheme book (up to stage 6)

• partially-decodable reading scheme book



Decodable reading scheme book
• these books are selected to reinforce the phonics your child is learning at school 

and contains words that can be mostly sounded out using letter patterns and 
sounds your child has learned 

• your child should be able to read this book to you with very little support 

• if you need to prioritise the reading your child does - make sure this is the one they 
read



Partially-decodable reading scheme book
• contains words which may not be able to be sounded out or may include sounds not yet 

learned 

• contains lots of common and high frequency words which your child will need to learn by 
sight

• children will require more adult support with these books

• the books can be identified with a white dot at the top right-hand corner of the front cover



Daily reading…
• in line with our school policy we ask that you read with your  Year One child daily 

for up to 10 minutes

• how do we support reading at home



Supporting reading at home 1
• Thank you for all your support at home – it really does make a huge difference!

• Make reading part of your child's routine – little and often is best

• Find a time and place that works for you both

• If the book is a new one, take time to look at the front cover and discuss 

    "I wonder what this book is about?"

• If part way through, encourage your child to give a quick recap of the story or 
ask questions about who the characters are etc.

• Find opportunities for discussion about the text - ask questions, make 
comments, encourage your child to make a prediction about what might 
happen next (lots of the books have ideas on the inside front/back cover)

• Give lots of praise!

• Don't forget to make a quick note in the reading journal!



Supporting reading at home 2
• Encourage your child to use their finger or a bookmark to help them keep 

track of where they are (I often run my pen along the top of the line as they 
go as well)

• Keep reminding them to decode words by sounding out and blending

• Digraphs and trigraphs are often hard to spot – if necessary, cover up the rest 
of the word so they are more obvious.

• Endings of words (-s/-es/-ing/-ed) are often confusing so try covering them 
up and reading the root word first and then adding the ending

• Polysyllabic words can be 'chunked' (pic-nic / fun-fair)

• Re-read sentences/pages/whole books to consolidate new words, 
practise fluency and expression and aid comprehension

• The partially decodable/higher stage books contain more non-decodable 
words - children will need to employ other strategies such as reading on.



Supporting reading at home 3
• Learning to read is very complex – most children will experience times when 

they plateau or even dip – don't underestimate how hard it is for them!

• There will always be some days where everyone is just too tired, or there's 
too much going on - don't worry, just pick up again tomorrow!

• If they are really reluctant:
➢ continue to read to them

➢ find books/comics they are interested in, go to the library/bookshop

➢ read anything and everything – cereal packets/posters/signs

➢ try paired reading

➢ be clear about the number of pages and stick to it

• Give lots and lots of praise and encouragement!



Any questions
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